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What is the Environmental Quality Incentives
Program?

The Environmental Quality Incentives Program (EQIP) is a voluntary
conservation program that supports production agriculture and
environmental quality as compatible goals. Through EQIP, agricultural
producers may receive financial and technical assistance to address
resource conservation needs on eligible lands.

The primary resource concerns in Hancock County are:

Soil erosion control

Forestland Management

Surface and ground water quality improvement
Grazing Land Management

Animal Waste Management

What is an EQIP Contract?

An EQIP Contract is a binding contract between an eligible producer and
NRCS that provides cost-share funds to install approved conservation
practices to address resource concerns.

Cost-share is NOT a grant. In cost-share, the landowner initiates and pays
for all conservation treatments specified in the NRCS contract. Once those
activities are certified as complete and as meeting NRCS standards and
specifications, NRCS will reimburse the landowner based on average costs
and cost-share rates established in the contract.

Cost share rates vary by practice from 50% to 75%. Limited resource
producers or beginning farmers may qualify for cost-share rates up to 90%.

An EQIP contract lasts from three to ten years depending on plan specifics.
Under the agreement, the landowner agrees to maintain practices and
allow NRCS access to monitor the practice for it’s specified life expectancy
(i.e. grassed waterway-10 years).

Eligibility

In order to be eligible to apply for an EQIP contract, the applicant must
be determined to be an eligible producer by NRCS and Farm Service
Agency (FSA). If you are a new USDA program applicant, please contact
NRCS in Ellsworth and call the FSA office closest to you, in either
Machias (255-3612 ext 2), Bangor (947-3555 ext. 2) or Belfast (338-1964
ext. 2) for information on eligibility requirements.

Hancock County Soil & Water Conservation District &
Natural Resources Conservation Service
190 Bangor Road
Ellsworth, ME 04605
(207) 667-8663 ext. 3
www.ellsworthme.org/soilandwater



HANCOCK COUNTY SOIL & WATER CONSERVATION DISTRICT &

NATURAL RESOURCES CONSERVATION SERVICE

Any agricultural producer engaged in livestock or crop production on eligible land and
producing more than $1,000 in farm products, may apply for EQIP. Eligible land
includes cropland, pasture land, and private non-industrial forestland.

Required Steps for an EQIP Contract

Step One—Application

Stop by the Conservation District and NRCS Office and ask to sign up for the EQIP Program. You
will need to complete a questionnaire and official application to be considered for the
program.

Step Two—Initial Onsite Visit

The land offered for EQIP must be determined eligible by NRCS. Eligible land must be owned by
the producer or the producer must have a written long term lease. The land must have a
resource concern identified by a certified conservation planner that can be addressed through
the installation of conservation practices.

Step Three—Develop a Conservation Plan
A Conservation Plan:

o Describes landowners goals and resource concerns.

o Lists conservation practices that can address resource concerns or problems.

e Reviews the potential impact of conservation practices on Cultural Resources, including
Native American sites and historic buildings and sites. (Required)

o Reviews the potential impact of conservation practices on wildlife, including endangered,
threatened and at-risk species. (Required)

e Determines the environmental impact before and after the installation of conservation
practices.

If a conservation plan includes animal waste management practices, it is
necessary for the producer to have an approved Comprehensive Nutrient
Management Plan (CNMP) prior to applying for cost-share assistance.

Step Four—Apply for an EQIP Contract

An NRCS planner converts your conservation plan into a potential EQIP contract and submits it
for funding. Each field office receives an annual allocation to fund EQIP contracts for that year.
This usually happens during the winter or in early spring. There is a ranking procedure that
determines which applications receive funding. The ranking process is based on addressing
resource concerns. The highest ranked applications are funded first.

Step Five—Install Conservation Practices

Once a contract is funded, and all documents are signed, the producer can begin installing
conservation practices.

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) and the Hancock County SWCD prohibit discrimination in all their programs and
activities on the basis of race, color, national origin, gender, religion, age, disability, political beliefs, sexual orientation, or
marital or family status. (Not all prohibited bases apply to all programs.) Persons with disabilities who require alternative means
for communication of program information (Braille, large print, audiotape, etc.) should contact USDA’s TARGET Center at (202)
720-2600 (voice and TDD).

To file a complaint of discrimination, write USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, Room 326-W, Whitten Building, 1400 &
Independence Avenue, S.W., Washington D.C. 20250-9410 or call (202) 720-5964 (voice and TDD). USDA and HCSWCD are equal
opportunity providers and employers.



